FROM   A   COLLEGE   WINDOW
instance, that his dramatic sense was weak, and
he wisely let drama alone ; he found that certain
vigorous writers exercised a contagious influence
over his own style, and therefore he gave up
reading them. But within his own region he
endeavoured to be catholic and sympathetic ; he
never tied up the contents of his mind into
packets and labelled them, a task which most men
between thirty and forty find highly congenial.
But I desire here to go into the larger question
of forming habits ; and as a general rule it may
be said that Pater's dictum is entirely untrue,
and that success in life depends more upon form-
ing habits than upon anything else, except good
health. Indeed, Pater himself is an excellent
instance in point. He achieved his large output
of beautiful literary work, the amazing amount
of perfectly finished and exquisitely expressed
writing that he gave to the world, by an extreme
and patient regularity of labour. He did not?
as some writers do, have periods of energetic
creation, interrupted by periods of fallow idle-
ness. Perhaps his work might have been more
spontaneous if he could, like Milton's friend,
have been wise enough " of such delights to
judge, and interpose them oft." But the achieve-